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President 
Cedarville College 
De11eloping Discernn1ent 
0 n June 8, Cedarville College will celebrate its 1 OOth commencement. As 
commencement speaker, I will 
address over 500 excited 
graduating seniors and their many 
proud family members. The text 
for my message will be the 1996 
class verse, Ephesians 5:15-16: 
"Be very careful then, how you 
live- not as unwise, but as wise, 
making the most of every 
opportunity, because the days are 
evil." 
I commend the senior class for 
choosing such appropriate verses. 
These young men and women have 
spent the past four years pursuing 
knowledge. Now they are poised to 
begin new careers, pursue new 
goals, create new families, and 
chart the course for their adult 
lives. They are entering a world 
that holds great opportunity, but 
also great risk. It is my prayer that 
the lessons learned these past four 
years will enable them to be a 
living testimony of these verses. 
The implication of Ephesians 
5:15-16 is the necessity for 
discernment in the way a believer 
lives and pursues his or her 
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opportunities. In the Greek, these 
verses stress the need for wisdom, 
accuracy, skill, and diligence in 
choosing where and how we invest 
our time. Paul reminds us that the 
stakes are high. We must discern 
how to rightly live our lives and 
spend our time, lest we fall victim 
to evil that abounds in our culture. 
Cedarville College is committed 
to helping young men and women 
become discerning Christian adults. 
The College objectives state that 
we strive to undergird the student 
in the fundamentals of the Christian 
faith, and to stimulate him to 
evaluate knowledge in the light of 
scriptural truth ... to encourage 
growth in Christian character. .. to 
increase the student's awareness of 
the world of ideas and events which 
are influencing our contemporary 
culture ... to prepare the student to 
knowledgeably participate in our 
society ... to develop sound critical 
and analytical reasoning ... and, to 
foster the student's appreciation of, 
and participation in, wholesome 
avocational and cultural activities. 
Daily chapel services, godly 
faculty and staff, a required Bible 
minor, the integration of biblical 
truth throughout the curriculum, an 
extensive student outreach program, 
and residence hall programming are 
some of the vehicles through which 
we accomplish these objectives. 
Everything that we do at the College 
flows out of these objectives with a 
desire that godly, discerning students 
will be the outcome. Our culture and 
our churches desperately need men 
and women who are motivated to 
live by godly truth and sound reason. 
Discernment does not just happen. 
It must be developed. It is the result 
of time spent in God's Word, prayer, 
careful planning, and conscious 
effort. It is a character quality that 
results from continual practice. I 
trust that this issue of the Torch will 
encourage and assist you in your 
efforts to affect our culture for the 
cause of Christ. I also covet your 
prayers for our graduating seniors. 
Pray specifically that God will use 
them mightily to spread the gospel to 
all the world. 
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The Ministry Center Campaign Nears $11 Million 
T he Ministry Center Campaign, funding the construction of the $15 million Ministry Center, approaches $11 million. Almost $3 million more than received for 
any other campus project, this milestone was 
achieved in approximately 22 months. 
The Ministry Center will house the Department 
of Music, the Division of Christian Ministries, and 
a new chapel auditorium initially seating 3,400, 
expandable to 4,000. "This facility affirms the 
priorities we place on our students growing through 
daily chapel services and establishing lifelong 
habits of godly worship through service and 
music,'' shares Dr. Paul Dixon, president of 
Cedarville College. "We thank God for the many 
who want to help fulfill our desires. Over 1,200 
individuals have joined us already, bringing us to 
this mark, and many more continue to join us every 
day. Achieving $15 million is within sight, but we 
leave that in God's hands, taking it one step at a 
time." 
Dr. Dixon reinforced, however, that in light of 
construction and fundraising schedules, topping 
$11 million by May 15 is important. "Some major 
decisions will be made soon after that," he says. 
"Surpassing $11 million will help confirm a 
positive decision by some to join this campaign. 
We trust that several will come aboard with us in 
the next several weeks, and that we can see the 
entire $15 million given or committed by 
December 31." Commitments made in 1996 are 
payable through 1998. 
j 
Equally exciting is the pace with which many 
are fulfilling their commitments to this 
campaign. As of April 1, the College has 
received over $6 million of the $11 million 
committed. "Such response has helped curb the 
amount we have had to use from our 
construction loan, which is an additional 
blessing," Dixon explained. 
Construction time lines remain close to 
schedule. The unusual winter did delay certain 
aspects of the facility, but Leigh Hunt, director 
of new construction, indicated that the 
improved weather should allow contractors to 
make up the delays. "We fully anticipate that 
all will be in order by the end of September," 
Hunt shared. 
Dedication activities take place Homecoming 
Weekend, October 18-20. They include a 
dedication service and a concert featuring The 
Cathedrals and Nielson and Young. 
Anyone desiring more information or wishing 
to participate in The Ministry Center Campaign 
can write, call, or e-mail: 
Dr. Martin E. Clark 
Office of Development 
Cedarville College 
P.O. Box 601 
Cedarville, OH 45314-0601 
513-766-2211 
clarkm@cedarville.edu 
The James T. Jeremiah Chapel auditorium will comfortably seat the entire 
college family-students, faculty, and staff. 
-
Some framing and acoustical materials are already in place inside the Recital 
Hall. It will seat 250 for lectures, student music and speech recitals, and 
guest performances. 
-I n the reign of David the 
king, the sons of Issachar 
"had understanding of the 
- times, to know what Israel 
ought to do" ( 1 Chronicles 
12:32). We likewise need modem 
sons and daughters of Issachar 
who have spiritual insight, 
cultural discernment, and skillful 
decision-making techniques. 
As contemporary Christians, 
we must all heed Paul's 
directives: "See then that you 
walk circumspectly, not as fools 
but as wise, redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil. 
Therefore do not be unwise, but 
understand what the will of the 
Lord is" (Ephesians 5: 15-17). 
God wants His children to be 
alert, perceptive, wise, and 
discriminatory. We must not be 
ostriches, with our heads in the 
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sand; rather, we must be eagles 
with extraordinary spiritual 
VlSlOn. 
P1'1rn:11Jle0 -01' Dbtel'11111e11t 
What is the essence of biblical 
discernment? 
First, biblical 
discernment is the ability 
to see life as God sees it. 
Discernment is both moral and 
mental. It is ethical understanding 
which corresponds to the holy 
mind of God. It views life, with 
its values and choices, from a 
God-centered, Bible-centered 
point of view. It looks at each 
situation within the eternal 
creative-redemptive purpose of 
God. We achieve it through 
humble, prayerful submission to 
God. Paul prayed "that you may be 
filled with the knowledge of His will 
in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding, that you may walk 
worthy of the Lord" (Colossians 
1:9-10). Such discernment affects 
thought, feeling, behavior, and 
choices. 
Second, biblical 
discernment is the ability 
to be led by the Holy Spirit. 
One evidence of spiritual sonship 
is the guidance of the Spirit 
(Romans 8:14). Apart from the 
illuminating ministry of the Spirit, 
we can neither know nor implement 
the mind of God in our lives. No 
person, no matter how perceptive his 
sense and how high his intelligence 
quotient, can imagine or understand 
\' 
divine truth (1 Corinthians 2:9). 
God has revealed what is 
necessary for life and godliness 
through the Spirit in the inspired 
Scriptures. The Bible, and the 
Bible alone, is the normative 
basis of faith and practice for the 
Christian. In order to understand 
it, we must be responsive to the 
teaching ministry of the Spirit 
(1 Corinthians 2: 10-13). When 
we do, we are able to examine all 
things (1Corinthians2:15). We 
then have the ability to measure 
life and its decisions against the 
absolute standard of revealed 
truth. 
Third, biblical 
discernment is the ability 
to apply common sense 
acqui~ed through life 
experiences. 
We learn it in "the school of 
hard knocks." We gain it by 
practice in making both good and 
bad decisions. It involves study, 
research, counsel, maturity, and 
logic. It involves time, truth, and 
the tests of life. The fires of 
opposition and criticism will 
purify the ability to discern 
(James 1 :2-12; 1 Peter 1 :6-7). 
Such discernment is the ability to 
ask the right questions at the right 
time in the right way to achieve 
the right solution. Paul practiced 
this technique throughout 
Romans to guide his readers to 
form proper theological 
conclusions (e.g., 3:1 , 7, 9, 27, 
29, 31). 
Fourth, biblical 
discernment is the ability 
to distinguish between 
negative criticism and 
positive discernment. 
We must all develop the habits 
of proper critical thinking 
without becoming emotionally 
critical people. I once heard 
someone say: "People quarrel 
because they do not know how to 
argue." We must not be 
predisposed toward finding fault 
with another person just because 
we disagree with his opinion. In 
criticism, we use negative, 
subjective bias, whereas in 
discernment, we seek an 
understanding of truth regardless 
of its source. Discernment is both 
positive and objective. Christ 
rebuked the religious leaders of 
Israel because they failed to 
discern the signs of their times 
(Matthew 16:1-4). In their 
prejudice toward Him, they 
chose not to evaluate His 
ministry objectively. 
Fifth, biblical 
discernment is the ability 
to examine yourself 
before you judge others. 
We should all examine our 
hearts lest we partake of the 
Lord's Supper unworthily 
(1 Corinthians 11 :28, 31). Paul 
admonished professing believers: 
"Examine yourselves as to 
whether you are in the faith. Test 
yourselves" (2 Corinthians 13:5). 
Even the Savior warned: "Judge 
not, that you be not judged" 
(Matthew 7:1). We should not 
have a lower standard for 
ourselves than we do for others. 
After proper self-examination, 
we will be in a better position to 
discern the virtues and the faults 
of others. 
We all make decisions every 
day. Some are of little 
significance; others are life-
changing. As we seek to glorify 
God in all that we do, we must 
apply the biblical principles of 
discernment in all areas of our life 
expenence. 
Between truth and error ... 
The apostle John charged: 
"Beloved, do not believe every 
spirit, but test the spirits, whether 
they are of God, because many 
false prophets have gone out into 
the world" (1 John 4: 1). We must 
not be naive nor gullible. We must 
examine all of the doctrinal 
statements made from the pulpit, 
in a classroom, in a book, over the 
radio, or on television. We must 
evaluate all such statements in the 
light of the clear truth of the 
inspired Word of God (John 
17: 17). On one occasion, I listened 
for 30 minutes to Herbert W. 
Armstrong, the radio voice of 
"The World Tomorrow." His 
magazine Plain Truth was the 
official organ of the Worldwide 
Church of God. I agreed with 
everything that Armstrong said. 
His error was not in what he said, 
but in what he did not say. He did 
not exalt the divine-human person 
of Jesus Christ nor His redemptive 
death and resurrection. 
Between right and wrong ... 
Isaiah cried: "Woe to those who 
call evil good, and good evil; who 
put darkness for light, and light for 
darkness, who put bitter for sweet, 
and sweet for bitter" (Isaiah 5:20). 
We live in a culture where 
homosexuality, lesbianism, 
abortion, and euthanasia are 
deemed to be politically correct by 
a growing, influential number. 
Biblical family values are 
caricatured as Victorian. The sins 
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of adultery and fornication have 
been recast into the phrase 
"sleeping with," a softer 
description. Those who practice 
sin depict those who practice 
righteousness as biased, intolerant 
bigots. In the face of such ethical 
relativism, we must defend and 
live out the moral absolutes 
mandated by God. 
We must resist the pressures of 
Hollywood and Madison Avenue 
to accept life as a situation 
comedy, full of sexual lust and 
devoid of moral accountability. 
We must ethically evaluate the 
media which impacts our 
lives, relationships, 
families, and 
churches. We 
must "have no 
fellowships 
with the 
unfruitful 
works of 
darkness, but 
rather expose 
them" 
(Ephesians 
5:11). We must 
obey the directive: 
"Test all things; hold fast 
what is good. Abstain from 
every form of evil" 
(1Thessalonians5:21-22) . We 
must have an internal resolve to 
cling to the moral good and to 
reject the immoral evil. In the 
area of moral absolutes, we must 
distinguish between the light and 
the darkness, the black and the 
white. There is no middle ground 
of gray in ethical issues. 
Between the good and 
the best .. . 
Paul prayed that believers might 
"be able to discern what is best" 
(Philippians 1: 10; NIV). We often 
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have several choices which are 
within the moral will of God, and 
yet, we can only make one of 
those choices. Under which 
mission board should I serve? 
Should I pastor in Ohio or 
Illinois? Should I work for 
General Motors or Ford? Should 
we live in the city or in the 
country? Of course, such 
questions are not directly 
answered in the Scriptures. 
In their booklet, Principles for 
Decision Making, Friesen and 
Maxson set forth four principles 
in a biblical approach to 
understanding the will of God in 
decision making. First, the 
principle of obedience to God's 
moral will revealed in the 
Scriptures. Second, the principle 
of freedom where believers are 
free and responsible to choose any 
course of action within the moral 
will of God. Third, the principle 
of wisdom where a believer 
makes wise decisions based upon 
the Bible, research, counsel, and 
life experiences. J. I. Packer 
defined this wisdom as "the 
power to see, and the inclination 
to choose, the best and highest 
goal, together with the surest 
means of attaining it" (Knowing 
God, p. 80). Fourth, the principle 
of humility where a believer 
recognizes that God's sovereign 
will may overrule his 
understanding of the situation. Paul 
gave counsel to virgins and 
widows on the advisability of 
getting married in a precarious 
period of time (1 Corinthians 7:25-
40). He affirmed that either choice 
was in the will of God and that the 
choice to marry was not sinful. The 
will of God is good, acceptable, 
and perfect (Romans 
12:1 -2). We should 
thus ask these 
questions: 
Will I 
become 
more 
godly 
through 
my 
decision 
(good)? 
Will my 
decision bring 
me moral 
pleasure (acceptable)? 
Will the decision stretch 
me and cause me to realize my full 
moral potential for the Lord 
(perfect)? 
Between liberty and 
legalism ... 
We must always do everything to 
the glory of God ( 1 Corinthians 
20:31). We must manifest in our 
lives what God is in His essence. In 
so doing, we must "give no 
offense, either to the [unsaved] 
Jews or the [unsaved Gentiles] or 
to the church of God [composed of 
saved Jews and saved Gentiles]" 
(1 Corinthians 10:32). What does 
"offense" mean? Does it mean 
that we must always acquiesce to 
the viewpoints of those with 
whom we disagree? Did Jesus 
Christ do it? Absolutely not. He 
upheld His actions and those of 
His disciples when they were 
unjustly accused of violating the 
Sabbath by the religious leaders. 
Instead, He rebuked His critics 
and justified His proper 
interpretation and application of 
the Law. He countercharged: 
"Why do you also transgress the 
commandment of God because of 
your tradition?" (Matthew 15:3) 
Unfortunately, contemporary 
religionists teach "as doctrines the 
commandments of men" 
(Matthew 15:9). 
In genuine spiritual offense, we 
hurt a believer with a weak 
conscience when we cause that 
brother to do something which he 
deems to be sinful, even though 
in reality, it is not (1 Corinthians 
8: 10). This brother needs to grow 
in his understanding of his full 
liberty in Christ (Galatians 5: 1). 
We must not sin because Christ 
set us free from the penalty of sin. 
We must love and edify one 
another. However, we must not 
submit to the pressure of legalists 
who would impose their personal 
preferences upon us, passing 
them off as moral mandates. 
Rather, we must distinguish 
between living under the standard 
of divine grace and living under 
the standard of man-made 
restrictions. 
Will you be a son or a daughter 
of Issachar? Will you have 
understanding of our contemporary 
culture? Will you know what to 
do? 
Dr. Robert 
Gromacki, 
Distinguished 
Professor of Bible 
and Greek, has 
been teaching at 
Cedarville 
College since 
1960. He is a 
graduate of Baptist Bible 
Seminary, Dallas Theological 
Seminary, and Grace 
Theological Seminary. The 
author of 14 books, over 100 
articles on biblical themes, and 
numerous Sunday school 
materials, Dr. Gromacki is a 
popular speaker for Bible 
conferences and lectureships. 
He also pastors Grace 
Community Baptist Church in 
Washington Court House, Ohio. 
... . . ........ . ... .. ... ....... .. .. ... . .............••..••.....•............................. 
Bring your youth group to see 
CEDARVILLE COLLEGE 
CC Summer 
Previews '96 
er P cvicws, you will: 
Tour the campus 
Talk to an admissions counselor 
Use our athletic facilities 
and enjoy a day 
at Kings Island! 
June 17·19 
July 11·13 
July 15-17 
August 1·3 
Explore God's Word with a college professor 
Eat breakfast in the cafeteria 
" 
..... 
. 
. . 
~ ~ j 
Enjoy Kings Island 
Spend two nights in our residence halls 
JONGS ISIANJt 
Just p er on covers everything, 
including your Kings Island ticket! 
To request registration information, call 
• 0 ·CEDARVILLE 
P.O. Box 601, Cedarville, Ohio 45314 
Yellow Jacket Sports 
Camps Schedule 
Boys Basketball 
Grades 5-12 
5-9 yr. olds (9-12 daily) 
Varsity Team Camp 
Father/Son Camp 
Cross Country 
Grades 9-12 (Girls) 
Grades 9-12 (Boys) 
Boys Soccer 
July 15-19 
June 10-14 
June 17-19 
June 20-22 
July 19-21 
June 24-28 
July 8-12 
Grades 7-12 July 1-5 
Boys/Girls Soccer 
Grades 4-6 (9-4 daily) July 1-5 
Girls Basketball 
Grades 7-12 June 24-28 
(Teams Welcome) 
Girls Volleyball 
Grades 7-12 
(Teams Welcome) 
July 22-26 
For a free brochure, call: 
513-766-7755 or 766-7788 
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DISCERNMENT IN 
THE INFORMATION AGE 
by David Mills 
continuing 
challenge for 
Christians living 
in today's 
information age 
is to be 
discerning consumers of our 
relativistic market culture. Ours is 
a world in which ideas are 
marketed, sometimes very subtly. 
The constant repetition and 
glamorous presentation of ideas 
has the power to make us either 
numb to or passively accepting of 
certain products, lifestyles, and 
ideologies. While it is easy and at 
times tempting simply to relax 
and be entertained and informed 
by the many voices of today's 
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culture, it is essential to exercise 
discernment in order to be on 
guard against the subtle 
influences of the market culture. 
One who discerns is one who is 
able to make clear distinctions 
between one thing and another. 
The discerning Christian in any 
age is one who possesses the 
ability to distinguish truth from 
falsehood. What is required is the 
ability to think critically or 
analytically. So, the question of 
how we can be discerning 
consumers of today's culture 
becomes the question of how can 
we think critically, and how can 
we learn to distinguish the true 
from the false. 
Our thinkin1~g---~:::.:~ 
should be critical in relation to 
externals. But our first task as 
discerning Christians is to be 
discerning in regard to our own 
beliefs. This requirement goes 
beyond simply knowing what we 
believe; we must also know why 
we believe what we believe. In a 
day where too often lies are 
cleverly marketed in a package of 
truth, it is essential for us as 
discerning Christians to have a 
proper understanding of the 
foundations of truth, and not 
simply believe what we believe 
because of tradition, culture, or 
human authority. As Paul says, 
our faith must not rest on human 
wisdom, but on the power of God 
(1 Corinthians 2:5). 
It is obvious that one cannot 
distinguish truth from falsehood 
unless one has a knowledge of 
truth, based on the proper 
foundation. In the well-known 
passage, John 8:31-32, Christ 
tells those who believe on him, 
"If you continue in my 
word ... you shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you 
free." All too often, Christians 
who profess to know the truth 
live lives not of freedom, but of 
enslavement to culture, unable to 
break out of the bondage of false 
values and false views of human 
sexuality and the meaning of li£ , 
to name only two. It is clear that a 
knowledge of truth, together w"th 
a continual analy'aj.s-of our o-wn 
beliefs in light of the truth, is 
essyntial thro,ughout th ehristian 
life in order to remain free from 
the_slavecy of sin. If we know the 
truth in a real way, we will be 
prepared to be discerning 
consumers of our culture and be 
able to recognize and avoid the 
falsehoods being sold today. 
Practically speaking, how can 
we come to this knowledge of the 
truth? The most obvious place to 
begin is with the source of Truth 
itself- the Word of God. We 
must dig deeply into the Word on 
a regular basis, realizing that the 
Word of God is more than the 
printed page. It is the person of 
Jesus Christ (John 1:14) and we 
must cultivate a personal 
relationship with Christ to the 
point at which we know Christ, 
the Truth (John 1 
And we mus 
princip 
that of 
(John 16:13). He gives us a light on a hill. We are called to be 
deeper understanding of truth. such lights . Hence, it is necessary 
While a proper understanding that we discern truth from 
of truth is the necessary first step falsehood and then actively 
to becoming discerning participate in society as voices of 
Christians in the information age, truth. 
this alone is not sufficient. We As we interact with our culture, 
must take our knowledge of the we can do so in one of two ways: 
truth and bring it to bear on that we can be reactive or we can be 
which faces us in culture proactive. While we certainly 
(1Thessalonians5:21). We must must be discerning when we 
constantly compare what we see consider the truth and value of the 
before us with what we know to ideas being marketed in society 
be the Truth. today, this does not imply that we 
We must ask ourselves must simply be reactive. There is 
questions such as, "What will I a place for reaction, but if we are 
gain by reading/watching/hearing truly to change the values of 
this?" and "Are there more society, we cannot wait for culture 
profitable ways in which I could to act before we react. At best, 
be spending my time?" We must purely defensive Christianity 
qonstari~ kee in mind the protects only those already in the 
atiQ!ogit1on of Paul in Pliilippians Church. It does not, and indeed 
4:8. It may be that there is~ cannot, each out and bring in 
beneai the pile of garbag eforn ose outside the Christian 
us, but before we ecide to · • community. In order to 
we must determine ot only how accom lish this purpose, we must 
much garbage there is, but also · teract with our culture in a 
--~--how valuable the pearl will be if proactive way, spreading Christian 
it is found. values and, should we have the 
Now, all of this is not to s y privilege of leading some to 
that culture should be avoided C)rist, challenging tl!em to be 
altogether. Ultimately, no only is iscerning ~hristians in the 
this impossible, it is unde · · able iuformatioo age. 
as well. Christians are called to 
be in the world, influencing i 
while remaining distinct from it 
(e.g., John 17:15-18). Peter 
commands us to be ready to give 
an answer to those who ask us 
about the reason for the hope that 
we possess (1 Peter 3:µ.f,im.d 
this imi::ilies that we e living 
where e can be se by others 
m our c ture and tha "'le are 
living distinctly. One who knows 
the differenc between truth and 
f od, who live in the light 
, and who is reaCly and 
esent, explain, and 
th will certainly 
day's culture like a 
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s one who was born 
wired for partici-
pation in a good 
discussion or 
debate, I found that 
the ability to argue 
seemed to come naturally. Along 
life's way I learned some of the 
tricks of the trade through 
observation and experience, 
including the idea that what was 
most important was to "come out 
on top" in the discussion. Even 
though I was a Christian 
endeavoring to live for Christ, 
exhibiting Christian character 
when exchanging ideas and 
arguments was something I still 
needed to learn. 
I was 16 when I qualified for a 
place on my high school debate 
team. My first opportunity for 
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formal debate took place at 
another prestigious high school. 
It was an event I will always 
remember. I was well prepared, 
aggressive and forceful in 
presenting my arguments and 
counter arguments, showing no 
mercy or consideration 
whatsoever for my opponent. 
When the debate ended, I thought 
it was pretty obvious who had 
won- me. I saw my coach 
walking toward me, and I 
anticipated his praise. He said, 
"Son, you won the argument." 
And then he said, "But you lost 
your opponent, the judges, and 
the audience." I was stunned. 
Finally, he said, "If you 
remember nothing else, 
remember this. He who is well 
prepared, presents his case 
effectively, treats people with 
respect and loves them, wins." 
That afternoon was a life-
changing experience for me. 
What I learned was this : essential 
to all communication, discussion, 
and debate is not only the content 
and the ability to reason well, but 
the character and attitude I 
display and the way I treat my 
opponents. I discovered that more 
is communicated by the latter 
than the former. 
In observing Christians as they 
present and/or defend the gospel 
today, especially to people with 
different religious persuasions, I 
often see the goal being to "come 
out on top." Although this goal is 
rarely, if ever, verbalized, it 
appears to be present in practice. 
Why is it that so many Christians 
do not witness to cultists, 
occultists, and new agers? Could 
it be fear of losing? If the person 
witnessed to rejects the gospel 
presentation, he is history as far 
as the Christian is concerned-
quickly forgotten. Why? Could it 
be that the real goal was to win 
the discussion and not the 
person? If so, the experience will 
leave the proverbial bad taste in 
the mouth of the Christian, 
making it more difficult to 
witness to that same unbeliever 
another time. 
How should we present and 
represent Christianity to a lost 
world? First of all , we are 
expected to be discerning 
individuals. The ancient Greeks 
believed that people who were 
truly prepared to engage their 
world would possess three 
aspects of wisdom marked by 
three words: sophia (wisdom 
marked by the knowledge of 
ultimate things), phronesis 
(wisdom marked by prudence or 
practicality), and sunesis 
(wisdom that applies the 
knowledge of ultimate things to 
everyday life to distinguish 
courses of action). The apostle 
Paul uses these three words or 
aspects of wisdom to describe the 
Christian who is prepared to face 
this world for Christ. A Christian 
must know the things of God and 
His Word which, when applied in 
the practical area of life, provides 
the basis for discernment: what is 
of God and what is not, what is 
right and what is wrong, what is 
good and what is best. Paul 
prayed for the Colossians that 
they would have "spiritual 
wisdom" (sophia- knowledge of 
God's Word) and "under-
standing" (sunesis- the ability to 
discern or distinguish courses of 
action) "so that" they might 
"walk in a manner worthy of the 
Lord" and "please him in all 
respects" (Colossians 1 :9-10). We 
cannot live correctly nor can we 
detect error and present the truth 
unless we practice discernment. 
To be discerning is to continually 
apply the Word of God 
throughout life. 
Second, we are expected to do 
this in a godly manner. We must 
learn to love the people we 
engage in conversation and treat 
them with due respect. The basis 
for this lies in our Lord's teaching 
that we cannot love God in any 
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real sense without also loving our 
neighbor who is made in God's 
image like we are (see Matthew 
22:35-40; Luke 10:27-37; 
cf. 1John4:20). And who is our 
neighbor? Everyone we have 
contact with. 
When giving a reasoned 
explanation of the hope that is 
distinctive to being a Christian, 
we must do so with gentleness, 
not arrogantly, and with 
reverence before God. 
Affirmation of this can be found 
in the teachings of the apostles 
Paul in 2 Timothy 2:24-25 and 
Peter in 1Peter3:15-16. Paul 
instructs us not to "do verbal 
battle" with people, and Peter, by 
inference, says we should not 
initiate or participate in 
aggressive attacks on people. 
Instead, we should be kind to 
everyone, exercise patience even 
when wronged, and gently correct 
those who oppose the truth. We 
may well talk about our faith and 
share it with others, but do we live 
in such a way that we show them 
Christ and bring glory to God? 
In addition, we must remember 
that it is God's job, not ours, to 
bring people to repentance and to 
the "knowledge of the truth" (See 2 
Timothy 2:25-26; cf. 1 Corinthians 
3:6-7). The inner change of the 
heart when turning from sin and 
guilt to cleansing and forgiveness is 
the work of God. Is it possible that 
we are so caught up with what we 
say and do and with how we are 
received that we forget about God 
working in people's lives? 
Finally, as we take on the armor 
of God and participate in the battle 
for souls, we are expected to pray 
"at all times" (Ephesians 6: 18). 
Pray for wisdom and to be 
discerning (2 Chronicles 1:9-12; 
Proverbs 2:3; James 1:5), as well as 
for those with whom we share our 
faith . 
So the wise words of my high 
school coach and the teaching of 
my heavenly Father taught me an 
important truth about evangelism: 
he who is discerning and shares his 
faith effectively with others by 
word and a godly life, treats people 
with due respect, and loves them-
wins ! 
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Spring Break 
Ministries 
D uring the spring break, student 
ministry teams returned to Joy Ranch 
(Virginia), Master's Mission (North 
Carolina), and Chicago's Pacific Garden 
Mission and Inner City Impact. Gospel 
teams ministering in churches and schools 
included the Kingsmen Quartet 
(Cleveland, Ohio), the Master's Puppets 
(Des Moines, Iowa), the Swordbearers 
(Atlanta, Georgia; Chattanooga and 
Knoxville, Tennessee), and the Lifeline 
Players (North Carolina). L.I.F.E. (Labor 
Invested for Eternity) students helped 
build homes for low-income families in 
Florida and Louisiana. In April, nursing 
student teams served in Togo, West Africa 
and on an Indian reservation in New 
Mexico. One nursing student ministered 
in a clinic in Alaska. 
Tutoring Electronically 
A $25,000 Ameritech Partnership 
Award will enable Cedarville College 
students to give individualized interactive 
tutoring via computer to K- 12 students in 
the Cedar Cliff school system in 
Cedarville. The competitive technology 
grant, the largest given by Ameritech in 
the state of Ohio, will fund hardware and 
software for interaction over telephone 
lines. Initially benefiting students who 
need individual or advanced instruction, 
the program may later extend to students 
who are homebound because of extended 
illness and to outlying schools. 
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Athletes Honored 
S enior finance major Chad Eder and Stephanie Sherman, 1995 
biology/secondary education graduate, were named Yellow Jacket Male and 
Female Athletes of the Year for 1995. Eder, a resident of Cedarville, qualified for 
the U.S. Olympic trials in race walking. He won the National Collegiate Alliance 
of Race Walkers 20K competition, was fourth in the U.S. Indoor, and was named 
NAIA All-American when he placed second in NAIA's 5K race. Sherman, one of 
three President' s Award recipients at the 1995 college commencement, was a 
IO-time NAlA All-American and a 12-time NCCAA national champion in track 
and field . Sherman was a two-time NAIA champion in the triple jump (outdoor) 
and was twice named Yellow Jacket Female Athlete of the Year. 
During Alumni Basketball Weekend in January, the first-ever women's 
basketball jerseys were retired. 1980 graduate Vicki Butler (#32) of Cincinnati is 
the all-time leading scorer and holds 14 school records. She is a member of the 
Cedarville College Hall of Fame. Amy Zehr Mcintosh (#40), 1993 graduate from 
Ft. Wayne, Indiana, is the all-time rebounder, third all-time leading scorer, and 
holds five school records. Named First Team All-American for both NAIA 
Di vision II and NCCAA, she was also Mid-Ohio Conference Player of the Year. 
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Callan 
Honored 
Dr. Donald Callan, athletic 
director and chair of the 
Department of Health and Physical 
Education, received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the eighth 
annual Ohio Professional and 
Amateur Athlete of the Year 
Awards Banquet, held in Dayton in 
February. Dr. Callan retired last 
year as head basketball coach, a 
position he held for 35 years. He 
reflects, "I wanted to create a 
program at Cedarville that was 
honoring to God, that was 
competitive, that attracted attention, 
yet gave a good image of the 
school and we've been able to 
accomplish that." 
Converting A Vehicle 
To Propane 
E ngineering students are converting a 1996 Chrysler minivan to propane fuel 
consumption in an effort to help address both motor vehicle emissions and fuel 
economy. Cedarville was chosen, along with 11 other U.S. and Canadian colleges and 
universities, to compete in the Propane Vehicle Challenge, sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of Energy, Natural Resources Canada, and Chrysler Canada. 
O ver 50 missionaries presented their 
ministries and interacted with students 
during the Spring Missionary 
Conference, March 25-29. Featured 
speaker was Joe Jordan, senior vice 
president of ministries for Word of Life. 
More Awards ... 
Missionary 
Conference 
M ark A. Totten, senior communication arts major, from Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
received a $22,000 Academic-Year Ambassadorial Scholarship from The Rotary 
Foundation of Rotary International. The scholarship will fund a year of study at the 
University of Aberdeen in Aberdeen, Scotland. Totten currently serves as student body 
chaplain and was a member of the Cedarville forensics team for three years. 
The Armed Forces Communications and Electronics Association (AFCEA) recently 
named electrical engineering junior Joshua J. Corner a Distinguished Young AFCEAN 
of the Year. Corner, the only student among the 22 young professionals selected 
nationwide, is a cadet lieutenant colonel in the Air Force Reserve Officer Training 
Corps. He helped establish and also served as president of Cedarville' s student chapter 
of the Dayton-Wright AFCEA chapter. He also was a member of a student engineering 
team which gave technical assistance to a mission radio station in Ivory Coast, West 
Africa. 
Sandra Harner, associate professor of English, was elected an Associate Fellow of the 
Society of Technical Communication (STC). In 1984, Professor Harner initiated the 
Professional Writing Program which later became a major in Cedarville' s Department 
of Language and Literature. 
Itineraries 
Dr.Paul Dixon 
President 
North Tonawanda, 
New York 
First Baptist Church 
April 26-28 
Lynchburg, Virginia 
Timberlake Baptist Church 
May 31-June 2 
Cedarville, Ohio 
Cedarville College 
1 OOth Commencement 
June 8 
Lima, Ohio 
Lima Baptist Temple 
June 27 
Albion, Michigan 
First Baptist Church 
June 30 
Dr. James T. Jeremiah 
Chancellor 
Xenia, Ohio 
Christian Businessmen's 
Fellowship 
April 19 
Lakeland, Florida 
Fellowship Baptist Church 
June 23 
Dr. Jeremiah's daily program, 
"Senior Advantage," is aired on 
the CDR Radio Network and 
other stations around the country. 
Transcripts are available. Write to 
Dr. Jeremiah at P.O. Box 601, 
Cedarville, OH 45314. 
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